20 September - Week 9 – Term 3 2016.
Kia Ora Koutou,
We have reached the end of term and it’s wonderful to see children across the school continuing to embrace daily
school life and the variety of opportunities offered by our hardworking teachers.
We had a large team of 8-11 year old runners compete in the Interschool Cross Country event last week with some very
impressive results. The 11 year old boys race was particularly exciting. I was so proud of the commitment and
perseverance of all of our TAPS competitors. Thank you to the teachers for their organisation and to the parents who
came along to support and help out with this event.
I am constantly receiving positive feedback from parents and members of the public with comments on the way our
students behave and conduct themselves when representing Te Awamutu Primary. This has not just been during sports
events, but with kapa haka, visits to our school and classroom trips off site as well. It’s clear to me that so many of our
learners are living and breathing our school values and it’s wonderful that children are recognised for the good choices
they make.
On the 12th of September, teachers from across our region attended the combined ECE, primary and secondary union
meeting to discuss concerns about the proposed government funding changes to schools. To our parents, whānau
and caregivers, thank you for your support and understanding with the disruption to our normal school day. So what is
this all about? Why are educators from around NZ meeting with their union? It is all about what the government call
“Global Funding”. While the government believe that this would provide greater flexibility to schools, educators have
grave concerns about its implications for student learning. This proposed funding model for schools has the potential to
force BOT’s and Principals to make decisions based upon finances rather than what is best for students. Whilst we
believe our school would be well equipped to manage our finances successfully, other schools around New Zealand
may not be so fortunate. It could mean that schools appoint the cheapest teacher (with the least experience) over a
higher qualified, experienced and more expensive teacher. If you wish to find out more about this you can start by
visiting http://www.education.govt.nz/ministry-of-education/consultations-and-reviews/education-funding-systemreview/
Now that we have employed a new Principal, planning for 2017 has begun and we are starting to look at classroom
structures for each year level. Early next term, we will invite you to submit a letter to the TAPS Management team
outlining any special learning or relationship circumstances you may wish us to consider when placing your child or
children for 2017. Sadly, Linda Woulfe has tendered her resignation as she has won a position at Karapiro School
beginning next year. Linda will finish off the year at TAPS with Room 5. We will be sad to see her go and would like to
acknowledge her wealth of experience and passion she has shared whilst teaching so many children at TAPS!
It seems that the trend of high sickness levels towards the end of each term continues. We have heard that Chicken
Pox and Whooping Cough are in the area and many of our children have been hit by the dreaded tummy bug. In
order to prevent further spread, we ask that children who are sick, stay at home until they are well again. The Ministry of
Health recommend children should stay away from school for 24-48 hours after their last vomit or case of diarrhoea in
order to stop the spread. This needs to be a collective effort in stopping the spread of illness, so parents, please keep
your child/ren home for the appropriate length of time. Thank you for attending to this.
On behalf of the staff, we wish you and your children a safe and restful break. We look forward to seeing you
rejuvenated and ready to learn on Monday 10th October.
Finally, thank you to the staff and wider community for your wonderful support while I have been acting as Principal. I
have learned a lot in the hot seat and I’m looking forward to welcoming Craig at the powhiri next term. Of course all
parents and whanau are welcome to attend.
Yours sincerely
Sharon Griffiths
Acting Principal

Friends of TAPS
We are currently fundraising
towards re-surfacing the
courts and our next event is
the Ag Day (Tuesday 11th
October). We will be having a
sausage sizzle, coffee
cart/café and a bake sale on
the day. Any donations of
baking/savouries for the bake
sale would be greatly
appreciated. Baking can be
dropped off at the office on
Tuesday 11th in the morning at
the office. If you are
interested in helping on the
day or are interested in the
Friends of TAPS, please email
Anna
annakeno@gmail.com.
Thank you for your support.

Syndicate 4 Camp Adair
Tuesday 8th November to Friday 11th November 2016

Part payments can be made through the school office or via internet banking. We
suggest you start making weekly or fortnightly payments to help with the final cost
which is approx. $235. Individual chocolate sales will laos be taken off this amount
along with the whole syndicates fundraising efforts through discos, sausage
sizzles etc.
Camp statements have been sent home. You MUST include your child’s name,
room & camp as the reference if paying through online banking.
Camp payments are due by Friday 28th October.

The Safe & Happy Club Holiday Programme
The September holidays are almost here and once again we are offering a
fun filled programme, running from TAPS. We have loads planned including
trips to Extreme Edge, Waterworld, The Agrodome, Spookers, Iceskating,
Movies & Pools. We also have a number of interesting onsite days planned.
If you would like more information please contact Laille on 027 727 8521
or email
info@safeandhappyclub.co.nz
WINZ Subsidy available to those who qualify.

