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JE I Te Awamutu Primary
Pl School

Together Achieving Personal Success 1 S

Hey everyone,
Here we are at the end of week 3 already.

A few of our regular, start of year plans have had to be put on the back burner while we anticipate
what might happen with the COVID situation. Thankfully, the first stint at Level 2 only lasted three
days. This has meant we have put our usual ‘Meet the Teacher’ bbg on hold for now. Remember
you are always welcome to pick up or drop off your child to class and you are allowed to have a
look at their art displays, goals and books at the same time, if you'd like. Teachers are happy to
work with you.

This year, Michelle Galbraith in Room 15, is studying to complete her Masters in Literacy. She is only
working 4 days per week in class, and is on study. leave each Friday. Kylie McKay feaches in Room
15 on this day.

Kylie operates 4 days per week /as our designated literacy specialist. TAPS has adapted our whole
school literacy curriculum to delve into’ the Structured Literacy approach this year. We are so
committed that we have budgeted to spend around $150, 000 in staffing and resources to improve
learning outcomes/for /ALL children despite their achievement levels. "It is particularly great for
students who struggle in literacy. We _have also wriften‘it into our 3 Year Strategic Plan. Staff are
very excited and they are invested and engaged in learning-about how the brain learns. We've
had a call back day at the end of the holidays and a staff meeting for this purpose, already. On
the last day of term, Friday 1éth April, we will be having a teacher only day to continue our
professional learmning journey as a tfeam. That week, we will also conclude the term with Parent
Interviews. These are held over two afternoons/evenings.  The interviews will be held on
Wednesday evening finishing at 7pm and school will finish after lunch on Thursday so interviews
can be held between 2pm and S5pm. We have organised it in'this way with the hopes it will reduce
pressure on our community = perhaps you can start your school holidays early on Thursday
afternoon (15th April). More specific dates and times will come out in the next newsletter.

The TAPS team are elated to share that we made a very large purchase to support our Year 3-6
student’s learning in Maths - especially in the event of any more COVID
lock-downs. Keep an eye out on our Facebook post for a photo and further
explanation.

Next Wednesday the 24th Feb, we have our first board meeting of the
year. Anyone is welcome. It starts at 5.30pm in the office.

I'd like to thank everyone for a positive start to 2021. We are all looking forward
to facilitating some amazing learning experiences, this year!

Sharon

Website: www.taps.school.nz Phone: 078715378 Email: office @taps.school.nz Facebook.com/taprimary Absentee text only: 021276




Te Awamutu Primary School -
Together Achieving Personal Success

Diear Parents /Caregivers

Welcome to Term 1 2021

Thank vou for your support with helping vour child settle into school and to their
classroom routines. We have worked extremely hard to create exciting learning
spaces for your children and we can’ wait to get to know you and your child.
Flease let us know any information that may help with your child's independent
habits; ie letting them do as much as possible for themselves., We welcome any
querics or questions you may have.

Team One Expectations.

Team 1's main focus is building your child's skills with Reading, Writing,
Spelling through a Structured Literacy approach, Maths and using our TAPS
Values to grow independ kind 1

At TAPS we know that for children to become confident Readers and Writers they
must know all their alphabet sounds and be able to record the symbals for these
sounds. You can help your child strengthen their brain pathways by practising
alphabet sounds every day in your normal conversations, This will help develop
the neuro paths in their brain.

Once they have consolidated and committed these sounds to memory and can
recard the matching symbaol we will move towards Reading.

Reading:

Your child may bring home reading beoks during the week. Encourage your child
with this by reading to and with them. Initially, these will have simple text and
pictures, usually with a specific letter sound or sight word focus for the week.
These readers may be new, ar one your child has brought home before. This is
because children enjoy reading and rereading familiar stories and it helps to
build their known vocabulary and their reading confidence. On Friday your child
will bring home their Poetry Folder to share their poems with you.

Please check that all readers are returned to school each day and that the
Poetry Folders are returned to school on Mondays. Remember to keep
reading enjoyable.

Writing:

We will build your child's writing skills with identifying letter sounds, reading
sentences aloud, writing the sounds they hear, and recording their ideas.
Personal experiences and observations will be used to stimulate ideas for writing.

Team 1 Teachers
Karen Sykes
Maree Parkes
Toni Densem

Mic Edwards
Caroline Jones
Lanah Gibhes

Room 1B

Room 3 Team Leader
Eoom S5a

Ruma Kakariki

Ruma Kowhai

New Classroom

$pelling: Please help your child learn the alphabet letters and their
corresponding sounds or spelling words in their Home Spelling & Reading Log
Notebook. These letters or words will be tested on Fridays and a new list added
once all the letters or words are known.

It is essential for this Notebook to be returned every day.

Maths:

Our main focus each term is Number. This involves counting, forming sets,
reading numerals, counting forwards and backwards, and it will involve many
hands-on tasks and number games, We will also be covering some work on
Statistics this Term; grouping items and constructing simple graphs and also
measuring using Volume.

Term 1 Inquiries: We will cover:

Setting the scene for learning. Belonging - Our place at TAPS, getting to know
their environment.

Walk around our town- Friday 12th February to make links with our community
and the familiar places we go.

Proposed trip to Kiwhla- tentative date - Monday 22nd February -
Notification will be forwarded this week.

Maths - Number Knowledge, Statistics, Volume

PE - Swimming, PMP, Small ball skills.

Values - Responsibility, Respect, Relationships and Resilience.

Staying healthy - lunchbox food, Sun safety

Team Assemblies - Every 2" Wednesday (even weeks) starting in week 2 (10th
February) at 9.15 pm in our school hall,

Whole School Assemblies - Monday 10 am | odd weeks)

You are all welcome to attend.

Te Reo - Greetings, Numbers to 10, Simple Instructions, Pepeha

Art - Painting

Technology - iPads, - Seund Rumble, Steps, Starfall, explain everything,

Swimming:
Swimming will take place 3 days a week, weather permitting. All children are
expected to participate unless they have a written note to say they are unable to
do so. This is a very important part of our PE programme. Children need
appropriate swimwear, If you have any queries, please contact us,

Room 3 and 5A swim on Monday, Thursday and Friday.

Room 1B swim on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

Ruma Kowhai and Kakariki swim on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

The Arts:

Children will develop their observational skills and our programmes include
many visual art activities, We also include drama, dance and performing arts in
our programmes. Classes alternate sharing at Timatanga Assemblies.

Homework

It is especially important for children to share their day with you to help
support oral language and to read their book and find letters and words that
they know. Please ensure homework tasks are done and that these tasks are
returned to school each day, in their Book Bag.

karensiitaps school. ne
mareepiataps.school.nz
toniditaps. school.ne
—— hool
carolinej@taps. school. ne

lanahg@iaps school.nz




TAIOHI NEWS

Welcome back to Term 1. It’s hard to believe we are already in Week 3 of the term. The first two
weeks flew by as we set up our classrooms and got to know each other. We have welcomed two
new classroom teachers into Team 2 . They are Mrs Elizabeth Ellis in Room 2 and

Miss Liarna Slade in Room 11.

Our new classrooms are coming along nicely and the children have enjoyed seeing them take
shape. Hopefully R 1, 2 and 4 will be moving soon to become Rooms 8, 9 and 10.

We have been keeping fit doing daily Jump Jam and we are continuing to swim in the school
pool. Please make sure students have togs and a towel each day and that they are named. Even
if your child’s class does not have a swimming slot there is the possibility of a free lunch swim. .

Hats are compulsory in Term 1 and need to be brought to school each day. Your class may have a
place these can be stored at school if they are not needed at home.

Our Team 2 garden will continue this year, however we are still preparing it for planting again.
The weeds got away on us over the holidays. If you wish to lend a hand in our garden please see
your child’s teacher.

We hope you are enjoying the lovely summer weather.

Team 2 Teachers

TAUIHI NEWS

Tauihi—First flight of the young Karearea, gliding and developing
flight confidence

Team Tauihi children have had a fantastic start to their new year of learning! A big
welcome to all of our Year 3 students who are new to our team and to those who are
new to TAPS. It is also lovely to see our Year 4 students return to school with posi-
tive attitudes and big smiles. We are looking forward to learning together throughout the year ahead. As part of personalising
our classroom environments we have been
doing self portraits. Here are some of our
finished ones. Children had to do some
careful thinking to make their portraits look
realistic. They have done a great job.

We have also been thinking about special
people in our lives and how we can
acknowledge them.

Room 13 made some beautiful valentines
cards.

Classes are looking forward to our museum trip in week 4. We will be walking to the Te Awamutu Museum to learn more about
The Treaty of Waitangi and the history of our local area. This fits in with our inquiry topic for the term,
‘We’re All In This Together’. Notices have been sent home about this trip and only need returning if a
parent/caregiver is able to help on the day and time of their child’s scheduled museum visit. Thank-you
to those who have already offered to come with us.

We have been enjoying our swimming sessions and are already seeing lots of children gain confidence in
~ the water. It is important that all children participate in these sessions and have uniform items and swim-
ming gear clearly named. If your child is not swimming, please supply a note stating the reason, as this is
part of our compulsory Physical Education activities at TAPS.

A reminder that our Team Tauihi assemblies are held every odd numbered week on Wednesday after-
noons, at 2:15pm in the hall. All parents and caregivers are welcome to join us as we celebrate our
learning.




Teanm one overview:

Kia Ora and welcome back to 2021! We are =0 hoppy fo
be bock ond it hos been amazing to sse howwell ol of
our wonderful fomariki have setfied into their new
claszes A big walcome to oll of our lovely new shudents
and their wharau whe howe starbed with us ot TAPS
fhiz year.

In 2021, sach term we will hove a different Tnguing:
wihere the shedents will find ouf obout fhe world oround
fhem. Each das:s will be bosed on the =ame big idsa
but fhe teachers will work with fheir closs o
differentiate the leaming to suit their possions ond
needs.

Thiz term, we ars locking ot Social Sciences where the
studeniz will learmn obout ez ve lows, Watcngs Day
and kaws oround the woeld which will culmincte in e
studenizs creating o schoolwide day of games and
octivities based arcund countries they hove leamed
chout. Keep om eye out later in the term to find out
rore about this fun filled-doy

In Topa, we are focussing on being Visible Lecrmers -
thiz means thot throwghout the year, our studenis will
be cble fo soy whot they are leaming. why they are
learming it ond what fheir nexf leaming sfeps are. Over
fhe next few weeks, ask your child if Hhey know wihat
level they are for Reading. Wiiting or Maths - hopefully,
Ehey will be oble fo esplain some of their leorning fo you!

In  Maths, we are looking ot shofisfics and
addition/subtraction. Throughout the ferm, youwr child
should put some work on Hero showing whaot they ane
learming.

In Reading and Wiiting, we ore locking ot o vansty of
different skills and strotegies fo help us with any genre.

In Te Rec Mdori, we ore leaming how fo infroduce
cureslves in Mdori This might imchve oskdng whonouw ot
home obouf their ancestors fo help them crecte o
pepsha

Uniform:

The school has o school uniform and we hove abwoys.
prided cursetves on the high sfondord we have. |t iz
expacted that dl shudents wear the comect clothing. If
wour child does nof howe fhe comect uniform please
prowide themn with o writhen and signed notice. Vizitour
webzife fo wview the s=schoolks umiform  policy.
hffpsfinyurlcom/fops-undam

Before Schooal:

MO shederts are fo be in their dossroom before
230am I students are ot school before B.30am they
must go, with fheir school bag, fo the deck of Rooms
5/&if they are not enrclled in Before School Core.

Absences [ Sickness:

I wour child is going to be abssnt from school please
confoct the school office by 9.00am.
Phone: 371 5378 or Text 027 278 0505

Assemblies:

Whole zchool cssembliss will b= held from the first

Monday of the term and then every second Monday
maming tedd weseks) in the hall of 10.00am.

Topa wil be having assemblies to celebrote the
leoming of cur students. These wil be onthe opposite
Monday to whole school ossemblies jeven wesks) and
will stort in Week 4 of %30om We welcome any
whaonou thotwant to come.

Named tems:

Tao minimise your child's personal belongings getfing
loet or misploced, pleaze enzure all uniform ifems, hats,
jockets, shoes, efo are clearty named. A rarmed temis
wery easy to find itz owner.

February 10th 2021

Personal Success:

Achieving
Ma mahitahi te eke pamnuku a tStani

Homework:

Thiz year, Topa shadents will be receiving a homework
ehest sach wesk with some Maths, Spelling. Writing
ond Reading.

The Topa homework requirements ares

= Speling - 10 spsling worde {these could be
commonby misspelt words, relofed o o sound they
are kaming or topic words fo buld their
wocabularyd.

= STEPSWEE will be avoilable to all studentz. Itisan
online literocy progromime suitcble for all level= ond
con be used on all digital devices at school and at
ome.

= Mathlsfics (basic focts, ploce value, before ond
after rumber seguencel This too con be occessed
om ol digital devices.

= Beading [children should be reading ot home soch
might, either o book from school or one from homesl

Homework shests will start Monday Week 3 [our first full
wesk] and will be due bock every Friday. In preparofion
for Intermedicte, we encouroge our students fo do
some zort of leaming ot home. The homework will b
the same ocross the whole Topa Team. Please checkin
with ywour childfchidren’s teocher if you hove any
concams. Communication i key when it comes to
enhancing Home-School Portnership.

Swirmming:

We howe clready sforfed swimming for Term 1. Topa
shadent= =wim a minimum of three fimes o wesk
Please ensure your child brings fheir nomed fogs and
fowel each doy. Swimming s compulsorny and an
important life skill

Hats:

In Termz 1 and 4, we howve o Mo Hat - Mo Play policy.
This meons shedents with no hats con only play or sitin
the shode. Hots com be purchosed ot the office.

Camp 2021:

L=t year, only ourYear &3 aftendsd camp. Thiz year all
=i classes (Year 5 & €] will be going fo Tobara Springs.
Topa camp wil be in Term 3 and more information will
b= z=nt home as the planning for thiz devslops.

Friday Fun:

Eoch Fridoy, the Topo syndicate howe o rewards
afferncen from 2-245. This s fo reword our sfudents
who are showing positive behaviour. Those children
whao have not mode good choices throughout the week
will work with a feadher during fhis fime fo leam and
work on strotegies fo manoge themzehes better:

Staffing / Clossas:

With Mre Meustroski off locking after her baby, we
welcome in Miss Hekey White who hos joined us from
Maihithi =chool. & few tecchers howe changed closses
and ore oz follows:

‘Whaoea Sara Sobin (zyndicate leader] - now in Room 20
Mizs Halsey Whife - now in Room 18

Mizs Emily Mosh - now in Room 22

Mr Crylan VonDeventer - now in Room 6

Ms Carey Mogolei remains in Room 12 and Mrs Condy
MacWiliorn remains in Room 21

Topa Term One Events:

Febnuary
24ih-251h - Senior closses First Aid lessons

Mareh
10%h - Topa swinming sports
23rd - Infer-School wimming compefition

Flegse oizo check fthe Focsbood poge and our website
for mare infarmation and offer schood dofes. Teachars
will olsp send informalion home egording closs fps

Good communication skills are essential to achieve positive home - schoal
If you have any guestions, gqueries or concerns, please pop in to see us or email us:

Sara Sabin (syndicate leader) - saras@taps.schoolnz
Ennily Mash - emilyn@taps.schoolnz
{k:l'idyl-bc‘W_IIk:rn - candymigtaps school.nz




Learn to Sail this Summer @ Lake Ngaroto
Weekly on Fridays through Term 1
3.30pm—5.30pm  $200.00

NO experience necessary—ages 8+
For more info and to sigh up go to I!ﬁlnjg%“’ D’
Sailwaikato.com SICRIETD B

020 4025 8041

E kyle@workforyou.net.nz
K] @workforyounz

Te Awamutu Sports 283
JUNIOR RUGBY

2021 Muster

Rughy WHGHlN DateS! Are vou up for fum, friends and
Thursday 25th February — 5:30pm-7pm adventure?
Tuesday 2nd March — 5:30pm-7pm The Girl Guiding conld be for voull
Thursday 4th March — 5:30pm-7pm
we have some spaces in our units for
Te Awamutu Sports Clubrooms girls aged between 517.
Online Registrations NOW OPEN. Email

Please pre-register prior to attending weigh-in.
https://www.sporty.co.nz/tasports/Junior-Rugby/Registration-Form
Email tasjuniorrugby@gmail.com with any queries, or PM via FB. more

n @TAS JuniorRugby

michellegirlguideDaamil.com to find ont

WEIGH IN DATES 2021
1ST MARCH - S5PM-6.30PM

6™ MARCH - 10AM — 1Z2NOON
@ TE AWAMUTU MARIST CLUBROOMS

YOU MUST BE ENROLLED BEFORE YOU COME TO WEIGH IN!!

Contact Junior Delegate:" Sophia Powell 021 215 1875 (ftext only) tamaristjunior@gmail.com




